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SUNDAYS
ADULT FORUM AT 8:45 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE AT 10:30 AM
***********************************************
From Interim Pastor Larry Klinker…We have shifted into the season of Easter, where we celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead by the power of God. Easter is the second season of fulfillment after the
first season of Lent, which is the season of expectation in the Cycle of Life. All our readings from Scripture
focus our attention on the resurrection encounters with the risen Jesus from the Gospel writers as well as from
the New Testament letters of First Corinthians and Revelation, which point us to the effects of the resurrection
of Jesus Christ on our world order. The first readings all the way through the Easter season come from the book
of Acts of the Apostles which shows how the power of the Holy Spirit is spreading the Christian movement
throughout the world as first Peter is the focus and then Paul.
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We understand now that Easter is a whole season of proclaiming the power and the effect of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ not only in the lives of believers, but how it affects the whole world order. Because a new pattern
of life and the world order has been firmly established in Jesus and reflected in the great hymn from Philippians
2 that we reflected on during Holy Week and forms the basis of Jesus’ life, especially during Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. The pattern of Jesus’ life and the pattern of our Christian
spiritual path is about letting go, emptying ourselves, and allowing things to die. This is Jesus’ path; this is the
path of descent. It is his path of kenosis.
Now, during the season of Easter, we shift our celebration to that of the way of ascent. We are all about going
up by the power of God who lifts us up. Remember what Paul also wrote to the Philippians: Therefore, God
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Easter is about how God has acted in Jesus. God said yes to Jesus’ path
of descent and affirms it by resurrecting Jesus from the dead and exalting his name so that all forces, located
either in heaven or on earth and even in hell, will acknowledge Jesus as the Lord of the universe who reigns
glorifying God his Father.
How will we at Living Lord Lutheran Church unpack the power of the resurrection for us to act as the Living
Lord for Howland and the surrounding area? How will we walk the Jesus path of descent? How do we live a
lifestyle of spiritually letting go and not clinging to power and domination? How do we recognize the power of
new life emerging and affirm it, support it, and live it? What does it mean not only to celebrate Easter Sunday,
but to live the renewing power of resurrection in every choice, decision, and action? The Easter season is all
about learning to live a new life of resurrection grace by the power of God in the midst of the old dying world
of power and domination. Learn to walk the Jesus path of kenosis as we descend until God raises us up as a gift
of new life by the power of the resurrection as we always glorify God.
The Story of the Week…One of the ways we create disciples within the Lutheran Tradition is to be people
who study and reflect on our holy Scriptures. We, as Christians, people of the Book (Bible) really could use a
disciplined way for us to learn the many core Bible stories from our Scriptures. The book “Bible Stories for the
Church Year” by Kristen Johnson Ingram does just that by tying Bible stories to the Sunday lectionary reading
we use every week as part of our worship on Sunday mornings. We will continue to offer a Bible story each
week that is read as part of our liturgy to be learned called “The Story of the Week”. At some point, with more
children present, we can even use these stories as the basis of children’s sermons and a Sunday School program.
We plan to put out about ten copies each week and as the demand grows, we will make more copies available.
The Story of the Week for May:
May 1: 3rd Sunday of Easter: Road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-25)
May 8: 4th Sunday of Easter: Good Shepherd (John 10:1-16)
May 15: 5th Sunday of Easter: The Holy City (Revelation 21)
May 22: 6th Sunday of Easter: Paul and Barnabas are Called God (Acts 14:8-17)
May 29: Ascension Sunday: Jesus Goes to the Father (Acts 1:1-11)
June 5: Pentecost Sunday: The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)

Mid-Week Bible Study…We continue our reading together the Gospel of Luke on Wednesday mornings at
11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. If you are interested, just bring a version of the Bible you are comfortable
working with. We are finishing the eighth chapter and about ready to begin the ninth chapter of the Gospel of
Luke. See you then!
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Thrivent Members…If you are a Thrivent member and would be interested in using your Thrivent Choice
Dollars to support the ministries of Living Lord Lutheran Church, please call Pr. Klinker at 330-550-0077 or the
church office. If you would be interested in using Thrivent Action Grants to help support the ministries of
Living Lord, please also call Pr. Klinker or the church office. Pastor will meet with you to discuss how to go
about setting up these support systems.
Pastor Larry’s Bible Blog…Pastor Larry continues to offer you an opportunity to read your way thru
Scriptures with him each day at his Bible Blog. The readings alternate between readings from an Older
Testament book and then a Newer Testament book. We are currently reading from the Newer Testament book
of Revelation. When we complete this current book, we will be reading from the Older Testament book of
Daniel. Join us reading our way through the Bible on Pastor Larry’s Bible blog online at: http://klinkerldpastorlarrysbible.blogspot.com/.
Interim Pastor Larry Klinker’s Office Hours…Pastor Larry will be in the office on Wednesdays from 9:30
am to noon. You may reach him at 330-550-0077 or email him at klinkerld@att.net.
***********************************************
From the President, Bob McKinney…Our first response as a Council to the Congregational Systems Team
Report is to establish a common prayer time at 8:00 pm daily for all members of our church. We are Living
Lord Lutheran Church, reminded by our name that the Lord lives in us. During the Easter season, we are
looking for the renewal and resurrection of our church. We are asking you to pray for our congregation to
discern the mission that God has planned for each of us in our community.
We have been praying about God’s guidance in our 8:00 pm daily prayer time for our church. We now ask you
to respond. What have you noticed? What has God shown you? How can we put into practice or embody
Christ’s great commandment to share the good new? There will be a box in the narthex to place your responses.
As a Church Council, we will review these and decide how to implement them. We look forward to reading
your contributions. God be with you!
Joint Pasta Dinner…We will be co-hosting a Pasta Dinner along with St. John Lutheran Church and St. Paul
Lutheran Church on Saturday, May 7, 4:00 to 6:30 pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church to benefit Trumbull Mobile
Meals. The menu is Penne Pasta, Meatballs, Roll and Butter, Cake, and Beverages. The cost is $8.00. We will
need volunteers to assist with this event. Please see Bob McKinney if you are willing to assist.
Church Information…Please remember that you can obtain church information from the monthly Lamplighter
Newsletter, the Constant Contact emails you receive, on the church website (www.lllc.org), on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/Living-Lord-Lutheran-Church-493806727349110/), and postings on the church
bulletin board. Church Council Meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board and sent out via Constant
Contact. We would like to see a better “open rate” when we send information to you via Constant Contact so
that we know you are being informed of the activities that are occurring at the church. If you have any other
suggestions on how best to reach out to our parishioners, please see a Council member.
***********************************************
From the Finance Committee, Treasurer Dave Henderson…The books are closed for March 2022. The
receipts for March 2022 were $8,194.65 and expenses were $6,456.01, for a net gain of $1,738.64. Year to date
through March 2022, receipts were $20,710.44 and expenses were $21,750.73 for a year-to-date loss of
$1,040.09. March was a decent month financially as we rebounded from a tough February. We need to start
building a pretty good surplus for the time when we have a pastor’s full salary or even a part-time pastor. If you
are behind in your pledges, please catch up. Again, thank you to all who help us keep going financially and
spiritually! Let’s hope and pray that 2022 will be another positive year financially.
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***********************************************
From the Fellowship Committee Chairperson, Karen Bandy…Fel-low-ship…noun: Friendly association,
especially with people who share one’s interests; “they valued fun and good fellowship as the cement of the
community.” It was so pleasing to have such a wonderful gathering in fellowship on April 10, and I want to
thank the treat providers, Joyce L’Amoureaux, Bonnie Sanzenbacher, Judy Shaffer, and Donna Wright, for
such delicious temptations for our pallets.
Fellowship Sunday…We will have Fellowship on the third Sunday of each month (May 15).
***********************************************
From the In-Reach Committee Chairperson, Lorraine Bell…Please notify Lorraine Bell at 330-219-5881
(cell) or 330-372-0227 (home) (or the church office) of any members who are hospitalized, ill, etc., so a card
can be sent from the church.
Prayer Chain…Our prayer chain consists of seven members: Camille Allen (330-503-1817), Karen Bandy
(330-856-4835), Pam Boothe (740-395-3564), Karin McKinney (330-469-6083), Jacquie Thomas (330-6099805), Rose Zavatsky (330-883-3267), and Lorraine Bell (330-219-5881). Please call one of the women with
the name needing prayer and any concerns you feel are relevant. Be sure to have the permission of that person.
That person will pass it on to the next one and it will go on to the next person, etc., so that we are all praying.
Charitable Giving at Amazon Smile…Did you know you can benefit Living Lord Lutheran Church by
shopping at Amazon Smile? When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligible
purchases at no cost to you to a charity you choose. Go to smile.amazon.com. You will use your Amazon
account to choose a charity, which will be Living Lord Lutheran Church. A percentage (0.5%) will go directly
to the church. If all of us did this, we could benefit our congregation. If you have any questions please see
Lorraine Bell.
***********************************************
From the Outreach Committee Chairperson, Judy Shaffer…
Easter Food Baskets Update…The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who donated to and
assisted with the Easter Food Baskets. We were able to distribute 15 baskets to those in need in our local
community.
Bingo at LSOV…The Outreach Committee will be hosting Bingo at Liberty Shepherd of the Valley on
Wednesday, May 18, at 2:00 pm. We will meet at 1:30 pm to set up. Men and women both are invited to
assist. Please let Judy Shaffer know if you are able to help. We are asking for donations of cheese or peanut
butter cracker packs, puzzle books, and body or hand lotion. If you have any questions, please contact Judy
Shaffer at 330-856-3148.
***********************************************
From the Parish Education Committee Chairperson, Raymond Boothe…
Adult Forum…The Adult Forum meets each Sunday at 8:45 am. We will be finishing up with the video series
“Gospel of Luke” in May. Please plan to join us!
Sunday School…Sunday School for children is offered during Sunday morning worship at 9:30 am. We will
be using The Story of the Week based on the worship service’s Scripture lesson.
***********************************************
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From the Stewardship Committee Chairperson, Neal L’Amoureaux…
2022 Stewardship Program - Where Your Heart Is – Children of God. “But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.” John 1:12.
It came rolled up like a treasure map, and indeed it was a great treasure to the young mother who knew the cost
of her daughter’s gift. The giver, not quite five, attended preschool in the afternoons. A wonderful place that
provided many enriching opportunities for the little ones to “do their work”. All the children loved the freedom
of going from center to center. They could spend as much time at a project doing it over and over if they
wanted. It was play at its best. The young mother knew about this specific work. Other children had tried to
complete it, but it took a long time, many days to finish. She “oohed” and “ahhed” over the large paper as she
unrolled it. “A map of the who-o-o-o-le world”, the little one said. Each of the seven continents had to be
traced, cut out, and colored. Lots of extra glue stick had gone into cementing the pieces to the paper in their
right locations. Finally, each continent was labeled in her best printing. Days and days of work went into this
moment when she would offer the gift, watch its unrolling, and wait for the response she knew would come.
“Oh, Jill. You must have spent hours!” “I did”, she said. Imagine a God who promises us that if we receive
and believe, we will have the power to become children—over and over again. Children who spend hours and
hours working for the kingdom and are happy about it. No obligation. No guile. Just wanting to love in the
best way we can. Come on, children, there’s work to be done.
***********************************************
From the Worship Committee Chairperson, Karin McKinney…
Communion Sundays…We have returned to continuous Communion with wine and wafers. We will still offer
the pre-filled packets if you are not comfortable with returning to wine and wafers. We will need Communion
Assistants. If you would be interested in volunteering as a Communion Assistant, please call or email the
church office.
Worship Assistants Needed…We are in need of Worship Assistants in all categories. Please see the sign-up
sheets on the main bulletin board. See Karin McKinney for an explanation of each position.
***********************************************
Thank you…To everyone at Living Lord, thank you is not enough for all the generosity you have given my
family, especially my Mom. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. Thank you for the beautiful reception
after the funeral. The food was delicious, and memories were shared about Dad. Love to you, The Muses:
Matt, Kristan, Isaac, and Liam
***********************************************
EVENTS IN MAY
Wednesday, May 4, 10:00 am - Trustees Meeting in Activity Room
Saturday, May 7, 4:00-6:30 pm – Joint Pasta Dinner at St. Paul Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 8 – Mother’s Day/Council in Activity Room 10:45 am
Sunday, May 15, 9:30 am – Fellowship after Service/NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
***********************************************
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MAY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
3 = Jean Frye
5 = Madeline Goussios, Lauren Lambert, & Keith Muller
6 = Sue Armstrong & Jo Maggiano
8 = Anthony Marrara
17 = Hanna Hunt
20 = Jim Cohol
23 = Marge Shoemaker
28 = Stephen Prindle
Anniversaries
19 = Lucas, Robert & Alberta
27 = Gifford, Tom & Jill
29 = Peachman, Frederick & Jean

Happy Mother’s Day
From the
Council and Staff of
Living Lord Lutheran Church
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