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___________________________________________
SUNDAYS
ADULT FORUM AT 8:45 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE AT 10:30 AM
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, AT 10:30 AM
***********************************************
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From Interim Pastor Larry Klinker…Because of when the January Newsletter will be published, I wanted to
focus on the celebration of the birth of Christ and then the Epiphany of our Lord. The celebration of the twelve
days of the Christmas season starts on Christmas Eve. Sorry American consumer culture which started on or
before Halloween! The Christmas season focuses on the birth of the Christ. First, historically when Jesus is
born in Bethlehem. This would move us fully into the fulfillment part of the Season of Light that Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany is. All our hopes were fulfilled when the Christ was born because God was revealed
to us in this Jesus.
But the birth of the Christ needs to be more than a historically celebrated event. The birth of the Christ needs to
be even more than the reason for the season. As Meister Eckhart, the mystic, points out, we need more than the
remembered historical birth of the Christ. What we truly need is the birth of the Christ in each one of our hearts
down in our souls. Each one of us needs to become a manger for the Christ child to be born into. We need to
personalize the birth of the Christ as my own experience. God needs to be born inside each and every one of us.
The birth of the Christ is meant to be a deeply personal experience and not the reason we buy things. The true
fulfillment of the birth of the Christ comes when Christ is born in each one of our hearts and we become living
Christs for our neighbor.
When this birth in our hearts is fulfilled, then we are ready to reveal the presence of this Christ to the world
which is the theme of the Epiphany season which we will start on Sunday, January 2, in our worship. We have
moved the celebration of Epiphany which is assigned to January 6 to the second Sunday in Christmas. We want
to take advantage of this liturgical option from our Worship Book so we can, as a congregation and
worshippers, begin to shine forth and proclaim the message of the coming of God to us in Jesus who has been
born both in Bethlehem, in our hearts, and in our faith community. We experience the presence of this Christ
through word and the meal at the altar and then share it with the world.
Our communities of Howland, Warren, Champion, Cortland, and Niles, whether they realize it or not are
desperate to hear and receive the birth of the Christ in their lives. The purpose of our assembly as Living Lord
Lutheran Church is to bring the birth of the Christ out into the world around us. The Epiphany season is about
calling, equipping, and the sending out of the disciples of Jesus to reveal to the world the presence of this Christ
in the world around us. A Christ who needs to be born in each and every one of our hearts through how we live
justly and righteously and proclaim the gospel through sharing our personal faith stories when the Holy Spirit
gives us opportunity. But more about that in the February Newsletter.
For now, have a Blessed Christmas and become joyous disciples of Jesus Christ who reveals the birth of the
Christ to the world.

The Story of the Week…One of the things that we, as Christians, who are people of the Book (Bible) really
could use is a disciplined way for us to learn the many core Bible stories from the Scriptures. The book “Bible
Stories for the Church Year” by Kristen Johnson Ingram does just that by tying Bible stories to the Sunday
lectionary we use every week as part of worship. We will continue to offer a Bible story each week that is read
as part of our liturgy to be learned called The Story of the Week. At some point, with more children present, we
can even use these stories as the basis of children’s sermons and a Sunday School program. We plan to put out
about ten copies each week and as the demand grows, we will make more copies available.
The Story of the Week for January:
January 2: Epiphany Sunday: The coming of the Wise men (Matthew 2:1-12)
January 9: Baptism of Jesus: The Baptism of Jesus (Luke 3:15-16, 21-22)
January 16: Second Sunday after Epiphany: The wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11)
January 23: Third Sunday after Epiphany: Jesus teaches in the Synagogue (Luke 4:14-30)
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January 30 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany: Naam the leper (2 Kings 5:1-15)
February 6: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: The call of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:1-13)
Mid-Week Bible Study…We continue our reading together the Gospel of Luke on Wednesday mornings at
11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. If you are interested, just bring a version of the Bible you are comfortable
working with. We are still in early chapters of the Gospel of Luke, so you haven’t missed much if you still
would like to join us.
Thrivent Members…If you are a Thrivent member and would be interested in using your Thrivent Choice
Dollars to support the ministries of Living Lord Lutheran Church, please call Pr. Klinker at 330-550-0077 or the
church office. If you would be interested in using Thrivent Action Grants to help support the ministries of
Living Lord, please also call Pr. Klinker or the church office. Pastor will meet with you to discuss how to go
about setting up these support systems.
Pastor Larry’s Bible Blog…Pastor Larry offers you an opportunity to read your way thru Scriptures with him
each day at his Bible Blog. The readings alternate between readings from an Older Testament book and then a
Newer Testament book. We will be reading in January the Older Testament book of Ezekiel. When we finish
with Ezekiel, we will begin to read the Newer Testament book of Revelation. Join us reading our way through
the Bible on Pastor Larry’s Bible blog online at: http://klinkerld-pastorlarrysbible.blogspot.com/.
Interim Pastor Larry Klinker’s Office Hours…Pastor Larry will be in the office on Wednesdays from 9:30
am to noon. You may reach him at 330-550-0077 or email him at klinkerld@att.net.
***********************************************
From the President, Nancy Walters…Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 30, 2022, for the Annual
Meeting of the Congregation. It will be held following the 9:30 am worship service. We are planning a
fundraising event for February. We will hold a potluck dinner and an auction following the dinner (date to be
determined). This event was very successful in the past and has raised quite a bit of money. The auction is for
white elephant items (no Bob, there will not be elephants in Fellowship Hall), baked items, homemade items
(like scarves, cards, and crafts), or whatever you would like to donate. Bring your wrapped items with you to
the dinner, along with your checkbook/cash. There will also be a 50/50 raffle at that time. Be sure to check for
updates in the bulletin or the Lamplighter Newsletter as to the date and time. The last two years have presented
some challenges to our congregation. COVID-19 was one of the biggest ones. We have held in-person
services, virtual services, and a combination of both. We have worn masks and made wearing masks optional.
Thankfully we have had no serious illnesses in the congregation that we are aware of. The church is disinfected
twice a week for the safety of all. Please stay safe and healthy this winter. This is my last article as your
Council President. It has been an honor to serve with the Council. Thank you for the privilege.
Warren Area Congregational Summit…Bishop Barbins and her staff will be holding a Warren Area
Congregational Summit at Living Lord Lutheran Church on Saturday, January 29, 2022, from 2:00 to 4:00
pm. From Bishop Barbins: “Many of you have reached out to our offices for help thinking through what might
be in the future for your congregations. As “synod” we are called to walk with one another in the proclamation
of the Gospel and in mission with the Kingdom of God. We would like to be your conversation partner and
resource as your seek God’s hopes and dreams for your congregations. At this Summit, we will engage in
conversation, share strategies, and leave room for the Holy Spirit. So that we have room at the table for all who
arrive, please RSVP by January 14, 2022, to 330-929-9022 or office@neos-elca.org.
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Church Information…Please remember that you can obtain church information from the monthly Lamplighter
Newsletter, the Constant Contact emails you receive, on the church website (www.lllc.org), on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/Living-Lord-Lutheran-Church-493806727349110/), and postings on the church
bulletin board. Church Council Meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board and sent out via Constant
Contact. We would like to see a better “open rate” when we send information to you via Constant Contact so
that we know you are being informed of the activities that are occurring at the church. If you have any other
suggestions on how best to reach out to our parishioners, please see a Council member.
***********************************************
From the Finance Committee, Treasurer Dave Henderson…The books are closed for November 2021.
Receipts for November 2021 totaled $6,549.70 and expenses were $7,998.31, for a net loss of $1,448.61. Yearto-date through November, income is $89,082.68 and expenses are $84,583.90, for a gain of $4,498.78. We
continue to hold our own because we do not have a permanent pastor on payroll. We need to build a pretty
good surplus for the time when we do have a pastor’s full salary. It looks like we will show a profit for 2021.
If you can, please keep your pledges up to date. Again, thank you to all who continue to help us keep going
financially and spiritually! Let’s hope and pray that December 2021 will be a good month financially.
***********************************************
From the Fellowship Committee Chairperson, Donna Wright…I do hope everyone here at Living Lord
Lutheran Church has a blessed Christmas with family and friends and everything else that make the Christmas
season so special. Fellowship Coffee continues each Sunday and refreshments on the third Sunday. We
continue to need Coffee Angels each Sunday so please sign up for any given Sunday. December 19 was extra
special as I just celebrated another birthday. Yay! The Christmas Eve service will be followed by an array of
mouth-watering desserts and hot coffee to warm your hearts. Happy New Year to each and every one of you
here at Living Lord Lutheran Church.
Fellowship Sunday…We will have Fellowship after the 9:30 am service on the third Sunday of each month
(January 16).
***********************************************
From the In-Reach Committee Chairperson, Lorraine Bell…Please notify Lorraine Bell at 330-219-5881
(cell) or 330-372-0227 (home) (or the church office) of any members who are hospitalized, ill, etc., so a card
can be sent from the church.
Prayer Chain…Our prayer chain consists of seven members: Camille Allen (330-503-1817), Karen Bandy
(330-856-4835), Pam Boothe (740-395-3564), Karin McKinney (330-469-6083), Jacquie Thomas (330-6099805), Rose Zavatsky (330-883-3267), and Lorraine Bell (330-219-5881). Please call one of the women with
the name needing prayer and any concerns you feel are relevant. Be sure to have the permission of that person.
That person will pass it on to the next one and it will go on to the next person, etc., so that we are all praying.
***********************************************
From the Outreach Committee Chairperson, Judy Shaffer…The Outreach Committee delivered Christmas
cookies to the homebound in December. The Committee would like to thank everyone for all of their support in
2021.
***********************************************
From the Parish Education Committee Chairperson, Raymond Boothe…
Adult Forum…The Adult Forum meets each Sunday at 8:45 am. We will continue with the video series
“Gospel of Luke” in January. Please plan to join us!
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Sunday School…Sunday School for children is offered during Sunday morning worship at 9:30 am. We will
be using The Story of the Week based on the worship service’s Scripture lesson.
***********************************************
From the Stewardship Committee Chairperson, Robert McKinney…
2022 Stewardship Program - Where Your Heart Is – The Lord Is One. Jesus answered, “The first is ‘Hear,
O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.’ There is no other commandment great than these.” Mark 12:29-31
They lived quite humbly for a doctor’s family. A thriving ophthalmologist practice in a good-sized community
brought in a good-sized income. Some folks wondered why they didn’t build a more lavish lifestyle for
themselves. Others wondered why they went on such long vacations. Those who knew the doctor and family
knew how much they loved God and how they lived out that love in a very real way. They didn’t ask for
donations for their work, but quiet donations were handed over by individuals and community groups alike.
Benefit concerts were planned to raise money for their ministry. When they had enough to cover their
expenses, they skipped town for six months. Where did they go? Not vacation after all. In Sierra Leone,
miracles began to happen. The doctor helped the blind to see, and promising young men and women learned
the skills of ophthalmology that they could use to improve and even return the sight of many of their
countrymen and women. Medical supplies were replenished. Hospital conditions improved. The couple
returned with empty suitcases and lots of stories. Back at the clinic, the lucrative medical practice continued.
Across the oceans, the blind continue to see. New medical instruments and supplies offered hope to others.
The work continues. Six months here. Six months there. Living simply and sharing the rest. They wouldn’t
have liked the word “sacrifice”. They would have called it loving God and loving their neighbor. There are so
many ways to show our thanks to God for the blessings we have received. Some, like this generous doctor,
returned thanks to God by using particular skills to serve others. We may not feel as if we have something so
tangible to offer, but God doesn’t expect everyone to have the same gift. In fact, all God asks is that we use
what we have, and let God to the rest!
***********************************************
From the Worship Committee Chairperson, Karin McKinney…On November 14 Pastor Larry offered the
laying of hands and anointing of oils for healing for those who wished to receive it. This will be done twice a
year, in Spring and Fall. On November 20 we had the Hanging of the Greens. There were so many “elves” that
I cannot begin to name them all. Everyone had an enjoyable time. The church looks beautiful. Thank you to
all who attended this event. Many hands make light work. Christ the King Sunday was observed on November
21. The white paraments help celebrate this lesser festival. A joint Community Thanksgiving Service was held
at St. Paul Lutheran Church with St. John Lutheran Church, Central Christian Church, Sts. Peter and Paul
Byzantine Catholic Church, and Living Lord Lutheran Church, with Pastor Larry giving the sermon.
Refreshments were served after the conclusion of the service. The First Sunday of Advent was observed on
November 28 with the lighting of the first candle on the Advent Wreath. The beautiful Nativity scene was
loaned to us by the Larry and Audrey John family. Rich and Rose Baringer donated the three Christmas
tapestries. These items add such beauty and meaning to the Christmas season. Thank you and God bless you
all.
Unhanging of the Greens…Unhanging of the Greens will be on Saturday, January 8, at 9:00 am. Volunteers
are needed. Please call Karin McKinney (330-469-6083) if you are able to assist.
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“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourage one
another.” Hebrews 10:25
WE NEED OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY (by John Blase, Our Daily Bread)
I grew up the firstborn son of a Southern Baptist preacher. Every Sunday the expectation was
clear: I was to be in church. Possible exceptions? Maybe if I had a significant fever. But the
truth is, I absolutely loved going, and I even went a few times feverish. But the world has
changed, and the numbers for regular church attendance are not what they used to be. Of course,
the quick question is why? The answers are many and varied. Author Kathleen Norris counters
those answers with a response she received from a pastor to the question, “Why do we go to
church?” He said, “We go to church for other people. Because someone may need you there.”
Now by no means is that the only reason we go to church, but his response does resonate with the
heartbeat of the writer to the Hebrews. He urged the believers to persevere in the faith, and to
achieve that goal he stressed “not giving up meeting together” (Hebrews 10:25). Why? Because
something vital would be missed in our absence: “encouraging one another”. We need that
mutual encouragement to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”
Brothers and sisters, keep meeting together, because someone may need you there. And the
corresponding truth is that you may need them as well.
What are the top four reasons you either go to church or don’t go?
How does knowing “someone may need you there” make you feel about meeting together?
Heavenly Father, as I meet with others to worship and praise Your name, help me to also
encourage others in Your name. Forgive me when I overlook the latter because I’m too
preoccupied with myself.

***********************************************
Thank you…On behalf of my sister, Maureen Nesselrotte and family, they want to thank you for the
Thanksgiving Food Basket. The children are doing better but having a difficult time with the loss of their
mother, my sister. Thanks to all our friends at Living Lord. On behalf of my sister, Maureen Nesselrotte’s
family, Marge Shoemaker

***********************************************
EVENTS IN JANUARY
Wednesday, January 5, 10:00 am – Trustees Meeting in Pastor’s Office
Sunday, January 9 – Council in Activity Room
Sunday, January 16 – NEWSLETTER DEADLINE/Fellowship after Service
Saturday, January 29, 2:00 pm – Synod Summit in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, January 30, 10:30 am – Annual Congregation Meeting
***********************************************
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
1 = Faith Miller
3 = Lamar Shoemaker
11 = Emily Busefink
17 = Rita Tewksbary
21 = Marc Lambert
23 = Thomas Gifford
24 = Dottie King
27 = Nancy Walters
29 = Cecile Draime
31 = Bonnie Sanzenbacher
Anniversaries
Council Members
President – Nancy Walters
Vice President & In-Reach Committee Chair – Lorraine Bell
Finance Committee Chair – Bob McKinney
Secretary – Pam Boothe
Evangelism/Membership Committee Chair – Jacquie Thomas
Fellowship Committee Chair – Donna Wright
Outreach Committee Chair – Judy Shaffer
Parish Education Committee Chair – Raymond Boothe
Property Committee Chair – Vacant
Worship Committee Chair – Karin McKinney
Youth & Family Committee Chair – Darlene Altiere

7

